All research studies, be they randomised clinical trials or epidemiological or observational studies, require appropriate, accurate, and complete data.
should consult a statistician or epidemiologist for help with this crucial stage.
There are already a number of excellent articles on the design of data collection forms.5-7 This paper is based on 12 years of personal experience of designing and using data recording systems for randomised trials (including thousands of children8 9) and observational studies and is applicable to studies conducted by research personnel or Conclusion Designing questions and a system for collecting appropriate, accurate, and complete data requires a surprisingly large investment of time, resources, and expertise but is vital for the success of a research study. The inexperienced researcher should seek advice from a statistician, epidemiologist, informatics expert, or colleague with experience of data collection and management. The temptation to leave the details of data collection to the last minute and least experienced personnel should be strongly resisted.
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